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and if a bleb forms on the membrana, the former may be punctured if pain 
is great; otherwise it may be let alone, and spontaneous rupture or absorp¬ 
tion awaited. In puncturing a bulla or a bleb of the membrana, care must 
be taken not to puncture the inner wall of the sac, for if this inner wall is 
punctured the infectious contents will pass into the drum-cavity and inocu¬ 
late it—EnJ 
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Treatment of Epithelioma by Arsenical Solution.— Borde (Annulet de 
Dermatologic el de Sgphitujraphie, 1898, No. 2), at a meeting of the Society de 
MSdecine et de Chimrgic de Bordeaux, reported a case of epithelioma, in 
which a recurrence had taken place after surgical interference, treated by 
painting the point of implantation of the tumor with Czerny’s solution of 
arsenic. These applications were made every two days, and in a short time 
a cure had taken place, 

Davezac presented to the same society a patient, aged cigbty-three years 
who had had au epithelioma of the nose for about one year, in whom recur¬ 
rence had taken place after thorough treatment with the thermo-cautery. A 
cure was obtained by the application of Czerny’s solution. 

Ulcerations Due to the Bacillus Pyocyaneus.— Triboulet and Tol- 
lesier (Annalee de DermMogie et de Sgphiligraphie, 1898, No. 2) reported 
at a stance of the Sucifitfi Anatomique de Paris a case of an infant, aged ten 
months, which suffered from disseminated, cup-shaped and round ulcerations. 
Cultures prepared from these lesions revealed the presence of the bacillus 
pyocyaneus. At the autopsy, blood from the heart was found to contain the 
same organism. Sections of the skin showed that the bacilli were present 
only in the superficial layers of the derma, the capillaries being free from 
them. From these facts it would seem that the cutaneous ulcerations were 
the port of entry for the bacillis which caused the scptictemia. 

A Case of Monilethrix -with Unusual Distribution.— Gilchrist (Jour¬ 
nal of Culancotie and Oenito- Urinary Diiaua, April, 1898) reports the follow¬ 
ing case: A young man, aged twenty-eight years, first noticed at the age of 
seventeen two symmetrical bald patches on the anterior surface of the legs. 
There were no subjective symptoms. These two patches gradually increased in 
size, and were followed by other symmetrical patches on the thighs and calves 
about two years after the first appearance of the affection. Microscopic ex- 
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animation of the diseased hairs revealed a well-marked nodular appearance. 
Sections of the skin taken from the margin of a bald area showed the follow¬ 
ing changes: The epidermis was thinner than normal, and the follicles pre¬ 
sented marked alterations, the mouths being the seat of a hyperkeratosis. 
In the corium were numerous connective-tissue and lymphoid cells. Cul¬ 
ture experiments failed to reveal any organism. The author’s conclusions 
concerning the malady are as follows: Clinically, pathologically, and bac¬ 
teriological ly it is distinct from trichorrhexis nodosa. It originates in the 
hair-follicle near to the papilla. The corium around the follicle is the seat 
of chronic pathological change. The hair-shaft is secondarily affected, and 
the follicular hyperkeratosis is likewise a secondary process. The disease 
is probably trophoneurotic in origin. 

A Case of Keratosis Follicularis.— Bowen (Annates de Dermatologic ct de 
Syphiligraphie, 1898, No. 1) reports a case of thi« disease limited to the head 
and hands. The patient was a woman, aged thirty-three years, whose family 
was free from cutaneous disease, except the mother, whose hands were said 
to resemble those of the patient. The skin of the face was thick, greasy, 
and of a brownish tint, especially marked on the temples and at the margin 
of the scalp. The face was the seat of a great number of small papnles, 
some of which had a depression in the centre in which was a small fatty 
plug. The lesions were most marked behind the ears, where they were en¬ 
tirely characteristic, and were much larger than those upon the face. In 
some places the lesions were confluent, and behind the ears presented an 
irregular papillomatous aspect. The scalp was covered with fatty crusts and 
scales, differing from the crusts and scales of seborrhcea in that many of 
them were contained in depressions from which they conld readily be re¬ 
moved. Upon tbe dorsal surface of the hands were numerous small, firm 
papules of the color of the normal Bkin, covered with a thick corneous layer 
which gave them a verrucous aspect. The remainder of the cutaneous sur¬ 
face was entirely free from disease. Examination of excised lesions showed 
appearances typical of keratosis follicnlaris. Prolonged employment of 
stimulating and keratolytic ointments produced marked amelioration of the 
disease. 

The Best Form of Mercurial Inunction Cure.— Unna (MonaUKeftc fur 
prakL Dermatologic , January 15, 1898) calls attention to the fact that the 
use of “ mercury-salve soaps ” for the purpose of inunction is not new, as 
claimed by some, but has been employed by him uninterruptedly since 1884. 
The advantages of this form of inunction have been put forward in the work 
of Dr. Leistikow ( T/ierapic dcr Hautbrankheitcn , Hamburg, 1897), recently 
recorded in the Journal, based upon treatment with 4000 cases. Unna 
considers that this method is more agreeable and convenient to patients 
that of mercurial ointment, and that from the physician’s stand-point it acts 
energetically upon all varieties of syphilitic lesions, and more rapidly thnn 
mercurial ointment. Farther, that mercurial ointment is rubbed in satis¬ 
factorily only in subjects with a markedly fatty skin, while the “ mercurial- 
ointment soap ” is well adapted to all conditions, acting more energetically 
and surer upon deep-seated local lesionB than mercurial ointment, and that 



